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INSTITUTE OF REVENUES
RATING & VALUATION






COUNCIL TAX LAW
ENGLAND & WALES
Tuesday 7th December 2004

9.30 am - 12.30 pm

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer SIX questions

All questions carry equal marks

(Maximum marks 300)

· Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference to appropriate case law and legislation

· Where different arrangements exist, students may answer on the basis of Welsh legislation

· Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.


1) An aggrieved customer has recently moved into the area and has contacted you to enquire why the council tax band on his property is so high. Draft a written response to the customer explaining the basis of valuation for council tax and setting out the relevant valuation assumptions that ensure consistency in the banding of dwellings.

2) Your cabinet member for local taxation has received a number of enquiries from her constituents regarding appeals against council tax bandings. Draft a briefing note for the councillor, explaining the appeal rights and the circumstances in which a person may make a proposal to alter the Council Tax Valuation list.
3) Your local Magistrates’ Court has recently appointed a new group of Justices of the Peace and wishes to train them in matters relating to council tax enforcement. You have been specifically asked to assist by providing training in the area regarding proof of liability for council tax, at a liability order hearing. Draft a training note, detailing all of the issues relating to proof of liability for the court, as appropriate.
4) Over recent years your authority has had problems with both employers and debtors when seeking to collect unpaid council tax by way of Attachment of Earnings orders. Draft an information note for both the Chamber of Commerce and the local Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) setting out the statutory duties of both employers and debtors upon receipt of such an order.
5) A resident (Mrs Wainwright) has written to you requesting a single person’s discount. She states her husband has recently moved out to work abroad for the next ten months and during this time he may visit her for a ‘few days’ if his employment allows. Draft a reply, stating all relevant caselaw.
6) You are a newly-appointed council tax training officer. The first area you intend to address is discount disregards. Prepare training notes to cover the following discounts:

(a)
student nurses





(10 marks)
(b)
persons in detention




(20 marks)
(c)
severely mentally impaired people.


(20 marks)
7) A local property owner has contacted you for advice. He has a number of properties which he lets ‘furnished’. He is interested to know what exemptions are available for properties which are furnished but unoccupied. Detail all of the exemptions which could apply in these circumstances.

8) A council taxpayer in your area has complained that because they became liable for council tax in December they have only been given one instalment to pay their council tax when the charge is to the 31 March. Draft a reply explaining:

(a)
the statutory instalment scheme, and


(34 marks)
(b)
payment by agreement.




(16 marks)
9) A local builder is unhappy about the completion date on a completion notice he has recently received from the Council. Explain the law in relation to completion notices and what rights of appeal exist.

10) One of your colleagues has recently started to study for the IRRV examination and has asked for your help to find information about the following caselaw as it applies to council tax:
(a)
Director of Public Prosecutions v Burton & others (1995)
(b)
Evans v South Ribble Borough Council (1991)
(c)
Copeland Borough Council v Bennett (2004)
Provide short notes on each case to assist your colleague.
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