

HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS LAW AND PRACTICE

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions.

All questions carry equal marks.

Maximum marks 300
Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.

Candidates should illustrate their answers with

Reference to appropriate case law and legislation.



1. Explain the circumstances under which

(a) a payment on account should be made; and

(b) payment must be made to a landlord.

2. Write brief notes to explain EACH of the following in relation to housing benefit and council tax benefit entitlement:

(a) notional income;

(a) size related rent;

(b) carer premium; and
(c) period of study.

3. Which decisions made on a claim for housing benefit or council tax benefit cannot be 

appealed to an independent appeal tribunal?

4. Explain what is meant by a ‘non-commercial’ agreement.
5. Your portfolio holder is concerned about the cost of housing benefit overpayments.

(a)
How do the subsidy rules apply to overpayments?

AND
(b)
Explain briefly what methods of recovery can be used to recover overpayments, including any constraints that apply.

6. Explain how EACH  of the following types of income should be assessed for housing

 benefit purposes:

(a) arrears of child benefit;

(b) guardian’s allowance;

(c) adoption allowance;

(d) home income plans;

(e) fees received as a self-employed childminder; and

(f) arrears of working tax credit.

7.
A new Councillor is confused by the term ‘caution’ which he has found within the Sanctions policy on your website.  Write to him and explain what a caution means and the process under which it is given.

8.
Mr Smith has written to you because he is moving away to study fulltime at University.  His wife and children will remain in their rented accommodation. He wants to know whether he or his wife can claim housing benefit or council tax benefit. Reply to his letter giving any necessary advice, making any assumptions you consider necessary.

9.
Explain the circumstances under which property apart from the claimant’s current home is taken into account or disregarded when assessing entitlement to housing benefit or council tax benefit. 
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1. Although most answers were adequate there was generally a failure to refer to case law. An area where many candidates wasted time was talking about discretionary payments when the question was primarily about HBR93. An area that candidates did not refer to was payments on death (HBR96).

2. Periods of study and notional income were generally well answered although references to the correct regulations was patchy. Although most candidates appeared to understand size-related rents the definition were still often limited. Carer premium was the part that many struggled with and a few quoted the relevant schedules.

3. Generally well answered. Some students decided to answer this because they were aware they knew something about this. Their answers however, indicated that this knowledge was extremely limited as they only appeared to know about 1 or 2 aspects. One surprising outcome was the failure to make any reference to the impact of Pension Credits.

4. All were aware of the relevant regulation but many failed to think through how to present their answer. Case law was often absent and many failed to express the knowledge, they probably had, on their exam paper.

5. A well answered question particularly in relation to the methods of recovery. The area where some students slipped up was in respect of subsidy and its financial consequences.

6. Not a popular question, with many students choosing it as their last question. Although arrears of child benefit, working tax credit and childminding were well answered the parts on guardians and adoption allowances, and home income plans were generally not. The question only requires a short explanation but it is essential that students know the relevant regulations.

7. Another question that was not popular. It is important that students understand the process involved in giving a caution and not merely the reward it generates from the SAFE scheme.

8. Generally well answered but students need to plan their answers in response to the question asked and not merely write all they know about students.

9. Popular question that was generally well answered.  The area that was often lacking was a clear explanation of how rent was taken into account and whether being disregarded or not affected this. Another area that was often covered inadequately or the explanation was lacking, was how the valuation of the property was carried out.
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