
TRIBUNAL ADMINISTRATION AND PRACTICE
Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer BOTH questions in Part A (60 marks each question) and FOUR questions from Part B (45 marks each question).

Maximum marks 300

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.




Part A: Answer BOTH questions

1. Council Tax and NDR legislation provide for an appeal to be dealt with on the basis of written representation.  Your Clerk has received an application from an appellant for her appeal to be dealt with in this way.  Making reference to either the council tax or NDR legislation draft a letter to the appellant explaining what is required to deal with an appeal in this way and the procedure that is then to be followed.

2. (i)
Advise your chairman on how to attach the right degree of weight to hearsay evidence and the opinion of an expert witness at a valuation tribunal hearing.

(ii)
An appellant asks for a review of decision of a rating valuation appeal because “new evidence has been discovered”.  Draft a reply explaining the grounds for review.
(iii)
Explain why the state of repair of an office building might affect its valuation.

Part B: Answer FOUR questions

3. (i)
 Discuss the methods of service for non-domestic rating appeal hearing notices and explain on whom they should be served.

(25 marks)

(ii)
Explain the circumstances and the procedures that follow where an appeal is referred to arbitration, the effect of the arbitration award and appeal rights.







(20 marks)

4. (i)
Outline the valuation method for dealing with a composite hereditament.









(25 marks)
(ii)
If a dwelling is situated in more than one billing authority’s area, what are the rules for deciding in which area it is for council tax purposes?










(20 marks)
5. Explain the principles involved in the following methods of valuation for rating purposes:
(i)
the rental/comparative method
(ii)
receipts and expenditure, and

(iii)
the contractors basis.
6. Discuss when a pre-hearing review might happen, who should be invited, the notice to be given, the purpose of the review and the procedures to be followed.
7. Your Tribunal is shortly to hear appeals in respect of the following discounts regarding council tax liability:
(i)
for a severely mentally impaired person

(ii)
for a student nurse, and

(iii)
for a care worker.

Write a briefing note explaining the requirements for taxpayers to qualify for these discounts.
8. (i)
Explain the procedures whereby a rateable value certified by the Valuation Officer can become an appeal at the Valuation Tribunal.

(ii)
A member of the tribunal is to hear an appeal by an owner who has had a Completion Notice served on her in respect of an incomplete commercial building. Advise the member on the reasons why completion notices are served, the grounds for appeal and its effect on rate liability.

(iii)
A Valuation Officer has issued a notice of invalidity on a ratepayer. Explain the procedure by which this could be made valid or the appeal route against such a notice. 
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