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COUNCIL TAX LAW, SCOTLAND





Answer SIX questions


All questions carry equal marks


(Maximum marks 300)





Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference to appropriate case law and legislation


Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.�
�



1.	Detail the circumstances in which a proposal to alter the Council Tax Valuation List may NOT be made.





2.	Outline the key duties of the Assessor.





3.	With regard to the recovery of Council Tax:





(a)	Outline the information that has to be included in an application to make deductions from Income Support/Job Seekers Allowance (Income based)





(b)	Explain the key objectives of the Debt Arrangement Scheme.





4.	Describe the conditions that must be satisfied before the local authority can award a discount or grant exemption in each of the following circumstances:





(a)	A taxpayer who claims to be severely mentally impaired and who has a paid carer living with him									(25 marks)





(b)	A dwelling that has been unoccupied for 6 months and has recently been purchased by a taxpayer who realises that it is in need of structural repair.		(15 marks)





(c)	Halls of Residence.								(10 marks)





5.	Write short notes on the following:





(a)	Houses in multiple occupation						(25 marks)


(b)	Completion Notices								(15 marks)


(c)	Valuation Bands								(10 marks)





6.	The local MSP has written to you enquiring whether there is a scheme that would reduce council taxpayers’ water and sewerage charges.


Outline the key components of the Domestic Water and Sewerage Charges Reduction Scheme.





7.	Your local MP has asked you to explain what information can be obtained from taxpayers to assist the local authority in the administration of Council Tax.





Detail what information can be obtained from:





(a)	Public Bodies									(20 marks)


(b)	Resident owners and managing agents					(20 mark)


(c)	Registrar of births, deaths and marriages					(10 marks)





8.	You have been approached by the local “Disability Action Group” who are keen to promote the Disabled Persons Reduction Scheme that applies to Council Tax.





Explain the criteria and application process that must be followed before a reduction in Council Tax can be granted.





9.	Your local Councillor has enquired as to the procedure to be followed when a taxpayer makes an appeal against their Council Tax liability.





Detail the procedure to be followed and outline the circumstances in which an appeal can be made and also identify the grounds that are not competent.





10.	Mr Driver is a local taxpayer and also a professional Golfer on the European tour.  He spends more than 6 months a year on tour, living in temporary rented accommodation whilst playing golf on tour.  He does not return home during the “golf season”.





Mr Driver’s wife and family reside in their matrimonial home within your Council area.





Mrs Driver believes that as her husband is away for over 6 months a year she should be entitled to receive a discount on their Council Tax for the period of his absence.  





Is her assumption correct? Fully explain your decision.
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