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INSTITUTE OF REVENUES
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NON-DOMESTIC RATING LAW

Wednesday 9 June 2004
9.30 am - 12.30 pm

Time allowed: 3 hours
	Answer SIX questions

All questions carry equal marks

(Maximum marks 300)
· Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference to appropriate case law and legislation

· Where different arrangements exist, students may answer on the basis of Welsh legislation

· Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.


1. Explain the following terms:
(a)
Business Improvement District

(b)
Rural Settlement.

2. A new local amateur sports club in your billing authority area having received a rate demand for premises they occupy have enquired whether any reduction could be made from the bill.
What advice would you give?
3. A ratepayer has discovered that an error was made in the calculation of his rate bill and that as a result rates have been overpaid for the last two years. The ratepayer is now demanding a refund and interest on the amount overpaid. 
Explain whether interest could be paid in these circumstances and how the scheme for payment of interest on overpayments operates.
4. A ratepayer has made an enquiry in respect of liability to pay rates on unoccupied premises. Explain the following:

(a)
How a billing authority decides who would be subject to unoccupied property rates, and

(b)
Which hereditaments would be exempt from unoccupied property rates.

5. The local branch of the national farmers union has sent to the council a list of questions raised by members. Explain with reasons the liability for non domestic rates in respect of the following:
(a)
A stud farm
(b)
An agricultural building recently converted to offices

(c)
A mobile phone mast on a farmer’s field.
6. Your Director of Finance has asked you to produce a report on the revaluation of hereditaments for non domestic rating. In particular an explanation is required for the following:
(a)
The hereditaments that are included in the Local Rating List, together with details of the information shown in the local list

(b)
The purpose of the Central Rating List

(c)
The duties of the Valuation Officer in relation to the Local List.
7. Provide a detailed explanation of the statutory instalment scheme. Include in your answer the duties of the Billing Authority in relation to the provision of instalments and action up to the issue of a summons where any instalment is not paid.
8. A large company occupies several factories on the same site which are shown in the rating list as a single hereditament. One of the buildings is currently empty due to a fire. The ratepayers have approached your authority to see if any reduction in rates could be obtained. The fire damaged building is expected to be available for use within the next six months. Discuss what assistance you might offer.
9. Explain the importance of the following cases in relation to rateable occupation:
(a)
Holywell Union Assessment Committee v. Halkyn District Mines Drainage Co. 1895 

(b)
Westminster City Council v. Southern Railway Co. 1936 
(c)
Assoc. Cinema Prop Ltd v Hampstead BC 1944.
10. Explain the following non domestic rating terms:
(a)
The Non Domestic Rate Pool

(b)
A Billing Authority’s contribution to the Pool.
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