
VALUATION TRIBUNAL ADMINISTRATION

	Answer SIX questions - BOTH questions from Part A (60 marks each question) and FOUR questions from Part B (45 marks each question)

You are advised to spend about one hour and ten minutes on Part A, and one hour and fifty minutes minutes on Part B

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.



Part A: Answer BOTH questions

1.
A taxpayer owns a pair of semi-detached cottages.  The one he previously lived in (number 1) is entered in the list at band A but the other one (number 2) was not entered in the valuation list.  He has now repaired number 2 and moved into it.  The Listing Officer serves notice of alteration on the 23 November 2003 to enter number 2 as a new dwelling in the valuation list with effect from 1 December 1997, at band B.  The taxpayer appeals against the notice and maintains that the cottage, the subject of the appeal, was in a poor state of repair but was still a dwelling and should have been included in the list at band A.  The LO notice should, therefore, be at band A, and as there was an error in the list the effective date should be the date of the notice. 

What issues need to be discussed and what advice would you give to your tribunal members? 

2. Answer ALL of the following questions:

(i)
Explain the difference between a proposal and an appeal.

(ii)
How is the tribunal jurisdiction of central list appeals decided?

(iii)
How would you deal with the situation where an appellant brought his pet dog to tribunal?

(iv)
What is the procedure at a hearing when any party does not appear?

(v)
What happens at a pre-hearing review when one of the invited parties does not attend?

(vi)
How would you explain to an aggrieved taxpayer that a decision cannot be reviewed “in the interests of natural justice”?

(vii)
What evidence is admissible at a tribunal hearing?

(viii)
What is a “well-founded” proposal?

(ix)
What are the requirements for a valid council tax proposal?

(x)
If an adult is a person described in the Council Tax (Discount Disregards) Order 1992, what effect does this have on tax liability?

(xi)
Why must a tribunal appoint a Clerk?

(xii)
Explain who is made the liable person for council tax for a dwelling provided to an asylum seeker under the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999.
Part B: Answer FOUR questions

3.  (i)
You are the clerk at a tribunal hearing and the members have adjourned for lunch.  During lunch one of the members receives a telephone call and has to leave.  How would you advise your members on the procedure that they now have to follow?

(ii)
If during the morning session this hearing was taking place before only two members, would your advice and procedure now be different?

(iii)
The taxpayer has had his case decided by two members. If an application is made to review the decision who should carry out the review?

4.
(i)
In what circumstances would the public be excluded from a Valuation Tribunal hearing?






(23 marks)

(ii)
Where, and why, is it required to display public notices of hearings?












(11 marks)

(iii)
How would you respond to a taxpayer who wishes to bring a video recorder to film the hearing of their appeal?



(11 marks)

5.
Explain the circumstances and procedures by which tribunal members are disqualified or otherwise removed from office.  

6.
Explain the rationale of listing appeals and discuss the conflicts that might arise if the President’s instructions do not concur with the Valuation Officer’s programme for dealing with appeals. 

7.
Describe the legal framework that establishes Valuation Tribunals in England and Wales.
8. Discuss the council tax liability issues that fall within the jurisdiction of a Valuation Tribunal. 
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