IRRV EXAMINATIONS 
December 2005

Level 1
HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS LAW AND PRACTICE

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions.

All questions carry equal marks.

Maximum marks 300

Where questions are divided into sections, 
marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.

Candidates should illustrate their answers with

Reference to appropriate case law and legislation.



1. A Councillor is concerned about the cost of homelessness.  In her letter to your Director she has asked what discretionary housing payments are and whether they would make any difference.  Draft a reply for your Director responding to the enquiry.

2. A claim form has been received from a new housing association tenant.  The applicant has failed to provide all the information needed.  What should you do to collect the information?  If the applicant still fails to provide the information, what action should be taken and in these circumstances does the claimant have any right of appeal? 

3. Write brief notes to explain EACH of the following in relation to housing benefit and        council tax benefit entitlement:

a) Maintenance received;

b) Charitable payments;

c) Strike pay; and

d) Respite care payments.
4. Mrs Brown is forced to move out of her rented property because she fears violence from her former partner and rents a property elsewhere.  After 6 months she returns to the property but 3 weeks later it is discovered that essential repairs are required to the house and she is forced to move out again.  The essential repairs take 6 weeks and she is unable to move back to the property until these are completed.  Explain the impact the two incidents will have on Mrs Brown’s housing benefit entitlement.
5. What methods of recovery can be employed to recover a housing benefit overpayment from a claimant?

6. Explain the legislation concerning appeals made to a local authority more than one month  after the date of notification of the decision.
7. Explain how joint occupation affects entitlement to housing benefit and council tax benefit. 

8. Mr Smith has been entitled to £50 per week housing benefit which has been paid 4 weekly in arrears to his landlord, Mr Jones. On the 29 June 2005, Mr Smith completes an application form for his new housing association property, advising you that he moved in on Monday, 30 May 2005.  Explain the impact these changes will have on Mr Smith’s claim including what action you would take regarding any under or overpayment.

9.  Explain the rent officer’s re-determination process and how he deals with errors.
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EXAMINER’S COMMENTS

Question 1

Generally well answered but many failed to quote the relevant legislation.  Other failings were that students did not refer to the items that discretionary housing payments cannot be awarded for and references to how their own authority operate the scheme.

Question 2

A popular question that was adequately answered.  Most students understood the process but some failed to quote the relevant regulations and many failed to address the issue of defective claims.

Question 3

None of the students attempted this question.

Question 4

A popular question that most students answered well.  The rules on two homes seem to be generally well understood but some answers failed to cover all the requirements that must apply for the fear of violence exception.

Question 5

A straightforward question that was generally answered well.  Some students failed to quote the relevant regulations and many failed to refer to recovery of debt through the County Court.

Question 6

Many students’ knowledge about the appeal process seems to be sadly lacking as this generally seems to be a subject they try to avoid.  Those who did attempt this question generally struggled as their understanding appeared only basic and failed to make reference to the relevant legislation.

Question 7

Another straightforward question that was generally well answered.  Most answers however, failed to consider the exceptions that might apply, such as, what happens if three jointly occupy but two of them are a couple.

Question 8

A popular question that was well answered but some still failed to refer to the regulations.

Question 9

This question was not popular with the majority and those that did attempt it only provided a superficial answer.  This aspect of the rent officer process would appear to be area where many students are uncertain.

General comment

This paper is a law paper and students cannot expect to pass if they are unable to quote the relevant legislation that applies.       
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