LOCAL TAXATION LAW AND PRACTICE 

SCOTLAND

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions:
THREE from Part A and TWO from Part B

All questions carry equal marks

(maximum marks 300)

Generally, questions in Part A relate to the Council Tax 
and those in Part B relate to Non-Domestic Rating, 
unless the question states otherwise.
Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference to
the appropriate case law and legislation.
Where questions are divided into sections, 
marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.




PART A – Answer THREE questions
1. With the increasing trend towards undertaking further education, your Council has noticed a significant increase in enquiries from students.


You have been asked to prepare an information leaflet which deals with Council Tax liability for students who live in Halls of Residence, students who rent flats and students who own property.


Prepare an information leaflet.
2.
Liability for Council Tax is normally determined in accordance with Section 75 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992. However, your members have received a number of enquiries where liability has arisen other than in accordance with the above.


Prepare a comprehensive briefing note for members outlining how liability for Council Tax can arise, other than in accordance with Section 75.

3.
With the increased pressure on Councils to improve Council Tax collection, you have identified that collection is much less successful in Public Sector properties.

In an effort to improve collection in this area your Council has decided to hold Council Tax information seminars for Public Sector tenants.

Prepare a handout, using plain language, which fully details the legislative requirements relating to the billing, collection and recovery of Council Tax.

4.
In an attempt to revive small businesses in your Council area you have been asked to prepare a circular on the Council Tax implications of a number of small business activities.

Prepare a circular which covers the Council Tax implications of -

(a) providing bed & breakfast accommodation in a house;

(b) using part of a house as a small retail outlet; 


(c)  and the position regarding self-catering holiday accommodation.
5.
Explain THREE of the following in relation to Council Tax.

(a) Substituted and reduced settings of Council Tax.

(b) Duty of a debtor to supply information when a Summary Warrant has been granted.

(c) Valuation Appeal Committee.

(d) Recovery by diligence.

PART B – Answer TWO questions
6.
Local businesses have expressed concern that there may be a considerable time delay in dealing with appeals against April 2005 valuations.

Your Finance Convener has asked you to provide an information sheet which details how businesses are compensated for this delay by the payment of interest on any rates overpaid.

Prepare a comprehensive information sheet which fully details the provisions relative to interest on overpaid rates.

7. Your Director of Finance has been asked to give a talk to local charitable and voluntary sector organisations on reliefs available to ratepayers under the Local Government (Financial Provisions etc) (Scotland) Act 1962.

Prepare a comprehensive briefing note on reliefs available under the above Act for use by your Director of Finance.  Your note should include reference to the different periods of relief available.

8. Your Council is in a rural area and you have been asked to prepare an information leaflet on rating reliefs which are available exclusively to rural areas.

Your leaflet should include eligibility requirements and should highlight any cost implications to your Council of awarding rural rate relief.

9. Explain briefly ALL of the following in relation to Non-Domestic Rates.

(a) Remission of rates on account of hardship

(b) Rateable occupation

(c) Powers and duties of the Assessor.
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