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1 Describe the three branches of government and discuss the extent to which they are separate in the UK constitution.

2 
Explain the constitutional relationship between central government and local government.

3
Using appropriate examples describe the main features of a Quango.

4
Describe the main functions of the Speaker in the House of Commons.  

5.
In what ways can a Prime Minister maintain the support of her/his party in parliament?
6.
In what ways does the issue of Britain’s membership of the European Union affect UK politics?

7.
Describe the constitutional relationship between the Westminster Parliament and either the Welsh Assembly or the Scottish Parliament.

8.
Describe the functions and composition of the Magistrate Court (England and Wales) or the Sheriff Court (Scotland).
9.
Describe the voting system used in two of the following UK elections.

a) UK General election

b) Scottish Parliament election

c) Welsh Assembly election

d) European Parliament election

10.  Why do people join pressure groups?
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Examiner’s comments
Describe the three branches of government and discuss the extent to which they are separate in the UK constitution.

This is a question that has cropped up frequently in these exams for a good reason.  What was sought was for students to identify and describe the executive, legislature and the judiciary.  Most marks were available for those who described and demonstrated understanding of the three branches.  The most frequently used example of the separation of the powers is the office of Lord Chancellor because the role has important responsibilities in each branch.  There are several others such as the House of Lords which has a legislative and judicial role or members of the government who also have legislative duties as MPs.

Explain the constitutional relationship between central government and local government.

The most important point that was that central government is the supreme law making body in the land.  It is central government that has created the system of local government that exists in this country and has shown on a number of occasions that it retains the right to change or dissolve councils.   Central government has delegated powers to councils 

3
Using appropriate examples describe the main features of a Quango.

There seemed to be some confusion that Quangos are the same as NGOs which is incorrect.  Quangos act on behalf of the state in certain but have more separate management arrangements to government departments ie they tend to have boards and chief executives as their management teams.  However their functions, as part of the executive, are defined by ministers.   NGOs - non governmental organisations - is a broader term and is used to describe charities and other groups in for example their role as providing aid in disaster areas to distinguish them from government agencies.  Most candidates correctly identified examples of quangos and recognised that they are more removed and less accountable than government departments.   Overall most of those who attempted this question provided enough information to pass it.

4
Describe the main functions of the Speaker in the House of Commons.  

Most of the available marks went to those who identified that the Speaker presides over debates, maintains order and refuses inadvisable motions for delay.
They also interpret rules of the House and call members to speak and see whether their speeches are relevant and in line with the rules.  There are similarities to the role of Speaker and the Lord Chancellor in the House of Lords.   Also the Speaker is spokesman for the House of Commons in relation to the Crown, House of Lords and outside bodies.   One of the candidates showed that they had read around the subject and provided an account of how the Speaker is elected which was very good.  






In what ways can a Prime Minister maintain the support of her/his party in parliament?
There was at least one of the candidates that dwelt almost exclusively on the Whips as the means by which the Prime Minister maintains party support.  Whips are party managers and as such support the PM as the leader of the party and the government but in certain circumstances, they will put the party over the PM.  Loyalty to the party and the fact that the PM is the leader is a powerful force.  Particularly in these days of quite presidential Prime Ministers, a lot of emphasis is placed on the PM and their personal fortunes are closely linked to the fortunes of the party, and parties that appear divided are less attractive to voters. The PM also has significant powers of patronage because he can promote/ demote, give honours

How does the issue of Britain’s membership of the European Union affect UK politics?

To say that Europe has a profound effect on British domestic politics is certainly true but some of the answers to this question did little more than state this point.  Yet there is a lot of material that could have been used in response to this question.  The most important issue that is raised is that of sovereignty.   Britain has given up elements of sovereignty to be a member of the EU and EU law often overrides British Parliamentary laws.  There are discernable concerns that those leading the EU have as their ultimate aim a “federal superstate “.   These are concerns that surface when issues such as the Euro currency or the EU constitution are current.  Europe as an issue can divide parties, is responsible for new parties and it is an issue that is frequently in the press.

Describe the constitutional relationship between the Westminster Parliament and either the Welsh Assembly or the Scottish Parliament.

For this question, as with the one about local council’s relationship with Westminster, it was important for candidates to show that they understood that Westminster is the supreme law making body.  The Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly have powers devolved by Westminster.  It was also important with this question for candidates to be able to provide a comprehensive list of the powers that each of the devolved bodies has.  It was often useful to describe the powers that are retained by Westminster as that gave some perspective and demonstrated the limits the Welsh assembly and the Scottish Parliament.

Describe the composition and functions of the Magistrate’s court. 

There was some confusion between the terms ‘magistrate’ and ‘justice of the peace’ but they are one and the same thing.  The main marks were available for those who could describe the type of cases that are heard in the magistrates’ courts and to provide a sense of where these courts are in the hierarchy of the legal system.   It was important for candidates to show that they knew that there are two types of magistrate: lay and stipendiary and understand that the stipendiary is legally qualified and salaried while the lay magistrates are neither.  There are over 700 magistrates’ courts in the country hearing over 955 of criminal cases and are comprised of between 2 and not more than 7 magistrates.  Candidates were also expected to provide information about the role of the legally qualified clerks.

Describe the voting system used in two of the following UK elections.

For this question, clear descriptions of the different voting systems were required.  Not surprisingly, candidates tended to provide a description of the first past the post system and then one of the other proportional representation systems by way of contrast.   Some did compare two PR systems STV used in European elections with the Welsh Alternative Member systems and the mixed member system in the Scottish Parliament.  This is a technical question and if candidates have not prepared well for it they can be exposed.  To gain good marks they have to be able to confidently describe the ins and outs of voting systems.  

Why do people join pressure groups?

This is a question that is impossible to prescribe because there are many reasons why people join pressure groups.  Some reasons were: disenchantment with the present political system, the limitations of party politics and the erosion of parliament.  People are often also only interested in a single issue or may think that the priorities of governments are wrong.  People may be frustrated at the speed of political change or turned off by traditional means of effecting political change.  The list is not exhaustive and marks were available for any other thought-out examples that candidates could identify. 
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