LOCAL TAXATION LAW AND PRACTICE 

ENGLAND AND WALES

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions

THREE from Part A and TWO from Part B

All questions carry equal marks

(maximum marks 300)

Generally, questions in Part A relate to the Council Tax and those in Part B relate 
to Non-Domestic Rating, unless otherwise stated.
Candidates should illustrate their answers with 
reference to appropriate case law  and legislation.
Where questions are divided into sections, 
marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.




PART A – Answer THREE questions 

COUNCIL TAX

1. A Billing Authority issues an explanatory leaflet with its demand notices regarding the valuation and appeal process. The Chief Revenues Officer believes that the following areas of the leaflet need rewriting.

(a)
The factors that are taken into consideration by the Listing Officer 
 when deciding the Council Tax Band of a dwelling


(20 marks)

(b)
The details to be included in a proposal and by whom it can be
  served







(15 marks)

(c)
The grounds on which a proposal to alter the valuation list can be 
  made including explanations of any terms considered appropriate.










(25 marks)

Draft the text to be included in the leaflet.
2.
“Whilst owners may be deemed the liable person for council tax purposes by the very nature that no individual ranks higher than them on the hierarchy of liability, certain classes of dwelling have been designated as being the liability of the owner irrespective of whether the property is occupied by another as their sole or main residence.”

Define the individual classes as well as the process of appeal if the owner disagrees with the Billing Authority’s decision to treat him as liable.

3.   
Your Director has requested a detailed memorandum explaining the different sources from which information may legally be requested in order to determine the correct identification of persons liable to pay Council Tax. 


Draft a suitable reply, including in your answer reference to any implications covered by the Data Protection Act 1998 as well as action available to the Council in the event of no or incorrect information being provided.

4. A newly elected Council Member has written to you to request information about the following:

(a)  An explanation of, and his role with regard to setting, the Council 
 Tax base







(25 marks)

(b)  The implications of failure to pay his Council Tax instalments 
  on time







(15 marks)

(c) The process of recovering monies by use of an “Attachment
 of Members Allowances”.





(20 marks)

Draft a suitable reply.

5. The Chief Recovery Officer is preparing guidance notes for use by the Court Officer in the Magistrates Court.  You have been asked to prepare the section on the evidence that is required when making an application for liability orders for council tax rates.

Draft the section on “Proof of Liability” dealing with:

(a) The evidence to be supplied by the court officer


(20 marks)

(b) The valid defences against a liability order being granted 

(25 marks)

(c) An explanation of the process available to a debtor aggrieved by 
the granting of a liability order. 




(15 marks)
Part B - Answer TWO questions 
NON DOMESTIC RATES

6.
Explain the procedures whereby hereditaments are included in the “Central Rating  List”, the appeals process against an entry in the list together with the billing and recovery process concerning non domestic rates due.

7.
A Councillor has written to you on behalf of a number of ratepayers who he is representing to ascertain their likely liability with regard to payment of rates. Based on the following information, provide him with a reply indicating the likely rate liability, if any, providing justification for your decision.

(a) A garage that has recently become unoccupied that had been used for storing public transport overnight. 

(b) A sports club that has recently become unoccupied but remains furnished

(c) A post office located in a rural settlement area. 

(d) A piece of land that is used once every year to host a music festival that is a major event.       

8.  The Director of Finance is reviewing the Council’s budgets in relation to grants awarded to sport clubs in the area.  

Draft a report explaining the Mandatory and Discretionary schemes available. Include in your report any financial implications to the Billing Authority of awarding such relief, and the right of appeal available to the ratepayer should relief be refused.
9.
Your Council’s new leader has expressed surprise that Councils do not retain Non-Domestic Rates income collected by them.

Prepare a report which fully explains how the amount of Non-Domestic Rating income available to the council is determined and the basis by which it is redistributed. Your report should also highlight the impact that any improvement in collection above that expected would have on the Council's financial position. 
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