
IRRV EXAMINATIONS DECEMBER 2006 

LEVEL 1

HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS 

LAW AND PRACTICE
Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions

All questions carry equal marks

Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference
to appropriate case law and legislation.  
Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise indicated.
Maximum marks 300



1. In what circumstances may a claimant receive housing benefit on two homes?  Explain whether a claimant can receive housing benefit before he/she moves in.
2. Write notes outlining the issues you are to cover in a talk you are going to give to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, explaining what happens to a case that has been referred to an Appeals Tribunal.

3. Write detailed notes for instructions to new staff on how to assess the income and capital of someone receiving pension credit and the effective dates for any changes.
4. Explain, with examples, the term ‘relevant change of circumstances’ in relation to referrals to the Rent Officer.
5. On 1 July, you discovered that a claimant had failed to notify you about capital of £15,000 she inherited on 1 June last year.  Her previously disclosed capital holding of £5,000 still exists.  Explain how you would calculate the overpayment and what information must be included in the letter informing the claimant of the overpayment.
6. Your Council wishes to consider the implications of adopting a ‘local scheme’.  Write a report to members setting out all the relevant information to enable them to make a decision. 
7. A local authority receives a claim for benefit where the claimant states that she resides in the same dwelling as her landlord but that they are not related.   After benefit entitlement is paid to the claimant, the authority receives a benefit review form from the tenant stating that her landlord is her son-in-law. 

Without confining your answer to tenancy issues, what factors should be considered by the local authority?

8. What do you understand by the term ‘contrived tenancies’?

9. What evidence and information should be given to a local authority in support of a claim for council tax benefit when the claimant is working? Within what time frame should the claim and the information be submitted? 
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1) A straight forward and popular question to start. Most candidates secured good marks on this although there was still some confusion between benefit on two homes, benefit prior to occupation and temporary absence.

2) Surprisingly low number of candidates attempted this question. Those that did, did not fair too well. There was a lack of understanding of the appeals process including basic terminology and procedure. 

3) This question was not attempted by any candidate. The rules regarding the scenario posed are fairly straight forward and the candidates should have at least been able to attempt the question

4) Well attempted question with the majority of the ‘changes’ highlighted. This aspect of Rent Officer work was well known by all the candidates

5) All areas of the overpayment, recovery and diminishing capital were produced by the majority of the candidates. Some candidates were confused regarding the periods in which the overpayment was reduced and if this was a separate decision of the authority.

6) Poorly answered from most candidates who attempted it. Little if any knowledge about the incomes which can be disregarded, the subsidy and capping element of the question

7) Again, some candidates still confused over the liability issue. Too many still prefer to flood their answer with the whole of the regulation rather than concentrate on the particular reason that the claimant is not liable. A few still saying that a claimant can not have a relative as a landlord regardless of where both parties live.

8) Well answered, contrivance often referred to as abuse of the benefit system, and possible from tenant, landlord or combination of both. Good knowledge of legislation & case law

9) Surprisingly not that well answered in terms of where and when the claim can be submitted. The evidential aspect of the question was fine, but a few candidates suffered regarding the timing of submitting a claim and the impact that this had on the claim process 
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