IRRV EXAMINATIONS DECEMBER

LEVEL 1

LOCAL TAXATION LAW AND PRACTICE 

Scotland
Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions:

Part A: answer THREE questions

                                         Part B: answer TWO questions
All questions carry equal marks

           Generally, questions in Part A relate to the Council Tax and those
           in Part B relate to Non-Domestic Rating, unless otherwise stated.
           Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference to the 
           appropriate case law and legislation.
           Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated 
           equally unless otherwise indicated.

Maximum marks 300



PART A – Answer THREE questions

1. One of your Councillors has written to you regarding an enquiry he has had from two of his constituents in regard to their liability for council tax.  The lady in question lives in Glasgow, but her husband lives and works in Aberdeen during the week.  Both properties are owned by them.  The couple do not have any children and the husband is registered with a doctor and dentist in Aberdeen.

Discuss the main factors to be considered in deciding the sole or main residence of the couple and where you consider this to be.

2. Your Finance Convener is becoming increasingly concerned about local residents being priced out of the housing market.  He has asked you to prepare a report for him on the powers available to vary the discount on second homes and long-term empty properties.

Your report should include reference to any exemptions from these powers and any restrictions on the use of the monies received.

Prepare a report for your Finance Convener.
3. A council taxpayer has submitted an appeal against the council’s decision to hold him liable for council tax.  In his letter of appeal he has also sought reassurance that the appeal process is fair and independent of the council.

Prepare a comprehensive response to the council taxpayer outlining the appeal process.

4. Recent figures for your area indicate that student numbers are at an all time high.  In the past students registering late for council tax have caused extra administrative effort and cost.

You have been asked to prepare an information leaflet for students which deals with council tax liability for students who live in halls of residence, students who rent flats and students who own property.

Prepare the leaflet. 

5. Explain THREE of the following in relation to council tax:

a) disabled persons reduction;
b) recovery by diligence;
c) substituted and reduced settings of council tax; or
d) reductions for lump sum or non-cash payment.

PART B  – Answer TWO questions

6. There still appears to be some confusion in the local business community on the impact of the 2005 Revaluation.

You have been asked to prepare a leaflet for issue to local businesses on the transitional arrangements which phased in the effect of the 2005 Revaluation.

Prepare a leaflet.
7. There remains concern that small businesses are not fully benefiting from reliefs available under the Scottish Executive’s Small Business Relief Scheme.

Prepare a briefing note which can be issued to small businesses which fully explains the details of the scheme.

8. Members of your council have once again become concerned about the number of empty properties in certain parts of your council’s area.

You have been asked to prepare a report for submission to council on the rating position of empty properties and also on whether any help can be given to the owners of such properties.

Prepare a report for council.

9. Briefly explain  ALL of the following in relation to non-domestic rates:
a) treatment of utilities in the 2005 Revaluation;
b) mandatory and discretionary relief under the Local Government (Financial Provisions etc) (Scotland) Act 1962; and
c) non-domestic rates pooling and its operation.
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