LEVEL 1
LOCAL TAXATION LAW AND PRACTICE 

SCOTLAND

JUNE 2006

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions:
THREE from Part A and TWO from Part B

All questions carry equal marks

(maximum marks 300)

    Generally, questions in Part A relate to Council Tax and those in Part B                                                   
    relate to Non-Domestic Rating, unless the question states otherwise.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

    Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference to the           
    appropriate case law and legislation. 

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally between sections unless otherwise indicated.




PART A : Answer THREE questions from this part

1. The statutory requirement for Councils to bill and collect unmetered domestic water and waste water charges has continued into 2006/07.

The Scottish Executive has also introduced a new permanent domestic water charges reduction scheme from 1st April 2006.

Prepare a briefing note for your Director of Finance detailing:
a) the main features of the new order requiring Councils to bill and collect water charges, and
b) the main features of the new water charges reduction scheme including how it is being financed.

2. Members have been receiving an increasing number of enquiries in relation to how constituents may become liable for Council Tax.  Prepare a report for issue to members on circumstances where a person may become liable for Council Tax.

3. Your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau has asked you to provide up to date information on the legislative requirements relating to the billing, collection and recovery of Council Tax.  They have requested that the information is provided in leaflet form to enable ease of use.

Prepare a leaflet for the CAB to issue.

4. The Manager of the Council’s One Stop Shop has advised you that many enquiries it receives are as a result of confusion over persons disregarded for the purposes of determining entitlement to a Council Tax discount.

She has asked you to prepare a leaflet which they can issue to customers which covers all aspects of the current legislative position relative to persons disregarded for the purposes of discount.  Prepare a leaflet.

5. Explain three of the following in relation to Council Tax

(a)
Disabled persons reduction
 



(b)
Sole or main residence





(c)
Penalties





 

(d)
Basis of Valuation for Council Tax



PART B: Answer two questions

6. Your Finance Convenor has asked you to provide a report on the duties and powers of the Assessor and the appointment/removal process.   Prepare the report.

7. Your Council is in a rural area and wishes to ensure as many ratepayers as possible benefit from rating reliefs available in such areas.

Prepare a report for your next Finance Committee which outlines rating reliefs that are specifically designated for rural areas.

8. You have been asked to prepare a comprehensive guide for issue to commercial ratepayers on all essential statutory and procedural requirements relating to the billing and recovery of Non Domestic Rates.  Your guide should include details of methods of payment and entitlement to pay by instalments.    Prepare a guide.

9. Explain briefly ALL of the following in relation to Non Domestic Rates.

(a) Reliefs available under the Rating (Disabled Persons) Act 1978.

(b) Non Domestic Rates pooling and its operation.
(c) The comparative principle of determining rent for the purpose of arriving at Rateable Values.
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