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LOCAL TAXATION LAW AND PRACTICE 

England and Wales
Thursday 6th December 2007
1.55 pm-5.00 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions:
Part A: answer THREE questions

                                  Part B: answer TWO questions
All questions carry equal marks

Generally, questions in Part A relate to the Council Tax and those

in Part B relate to Non-Domestic Rating, unless otherwise stated.

Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference to the

appropriate case law and legislation.  Where questions are divided
into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise
indicated.

Where different arrangements exist, students may answer on the
basis of Welsh legislation.
Maximum marks 300




PART A – Answer THREE questions
1. Members have been receiving an increasing number of enquiries in relation to how constituents may become liable for Council Tax.

Prepare a report for issue to members on circumstances where a person may become liable for Council Tax.
2. Your Chief Executive is seeking improvements in the collection of Council Tax.

Prepare a briefing note for the Chief Executive which explains the recovery process once a liability order has been obtained and the remedies available.  

3. A Council Tax payer has written to you asking for details of his right to appeal against his Council Tax assessment.  He has asked for reassurance that the appeal process is fair and independent from the Council.

Prepare a comprehensive reply to the Council Tax payer.

4. Your Director of Finance has asked you to prepare a report for him on the powers available to Councils to vary the discount on second homes and long term empty properties.


Your report should include references to any exemptions from the new powers and any restrictions on the use of the monies raised.


Prepare a report for your Director of Finance.

5. Explain THREE of the following in relation to Council Tax.

a) Basis of Valuation for Council Tax

b) Sole or main residence

c) Disabled persons reduction, or

d) Substituted setting of Council Tax

PART B – Answer TWO questions
6. Your Finance Director has asked you to provide a report on the duties and powers of the Valuation Officer in relation to non domestic rates.

Prepare the report.

7. Your Council wishes to ensure as many ratepayers as possible benefit from rating reliefs.

Prepare a report for your Finance Committee outlining rating reliefs available.
8. Members of your Council have expressed concern about the number of empty properties in certain parts of your Council area.

You have been asked to prepare a report for submission to Council on the rating position of empty properties and also on whether any help can be given to the owners of such properties.

Prepare a report for Council.
9. Briefly explain ALL of the following in relation to Non-Domestic Rates.

a) Rateable occupation

b) Non-Domestic Rates pooling and its operation

c) Rateable Value
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