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LOCAL TAXATION LAW AND PRACTICE 

Scotland
Thursday 7th June 2007
1.55 pm-5.00 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions:
Part A: answer THREE questions

                                         Part B: answer TWO questions
All questions carry equal marks

           Generally, questions in Part A relate to the Council Tax and those
           in Part B relate to Non-Domestic Rating, unless otherwise stated.
           Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference to the 
           appropriate case law and legislation.
           Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated 
           equally unless otherwise indicated.

Maximum marks 300



PART A – Answer THREE questions

1. Your Director of Finance has received a number of enquiries where liability for Council Tax appears to have arisen other than in accordance with Section 75 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

He has asked you to prepare a comprehensive briefing note for him outlining how liability for Council Tax can arise other than in accordance with Section 75. 

Prepare a briefing note.

2. The local elections have seen a number of new Councillors joining your Council.  Part of their election manifesto related to helping small business activities in the local area.  To assist in this you have been asked to prepare a circular which covers the Council Tax implications of :-

a) providing bed and breakfast accommodation in a house;

b) using part of a house as a small retail outlet, and

c) the position regarding self-catering holiday accommodation.

Prepare the circular.

3.
Your Director of Finance wishes to have as much Council Tax information available for new members as possible.  He has asked you to prepare a report outlining properties which qualify for exemption for Council Tax, including details of any eligibility requirements.  This report will be issued to new members when they first visit the Council after the election.

Prepare the report.

4.
As pressure to improve “in year” Council Tax collection increases it is clear from customers’ reaction that there is some confusion regarding exactly what the legislative requirements are relative to the billing, collection and recovery of Council Tax.  You have been asked to prepare a leaflet which provides the required information.


Prepare a leaflet for issue to customers.

5. Explain THREE of the following in relation to Council Tax:
a) duty of a debtor to supply information when a Summary Warrant has been granted;
b) Valuation Appeal Committee;
c) substituted and reduced setting of Council Tax; or
d) reductions for lump sum or non-cash payment.

PART B – Answer TWO questions

6. Your Director of Finance has been asked to give a talk to local charitable and voluntary sector organisations on reliefs available to ratepayers under the Local Government (Financial Provisions etc) (Scotland) Act 1962.

Prepare a note on reliefs available under the above Act for use by your Director of Finance.  Your note should include reference to the different periods of relief available.

7. You have been asked to prepare a report for members which details how businesses are compensated for delays in settling appeals by the payment of interest on any rates overpaid.
Draft a report which should provide comprehensive information on the provisions relative to interest on overpaid rates.

8. Your local Chamber of Commerce has requested advice from the Council on circumstances where ratepayers may appeal against their Rateable Value.  They have also requested information on further appeal rights if agreement cannot be reached.

Prepare a response to the Chamber of Commerce.

9. Briefly explain ALL of the following in relation to non-domestic rates:

a) remission of rates on account of hardship;
b) rateable occupation; and
c) the Valuation and Assessment Rolls.
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