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UK CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Wednesday 3rd December 2008

9.25 am-12.30 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer SIX questions 

All questions carry equal marks   

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated

    equally unless otherwise indicated.
Maximum marks 300




1. Describe the principle of separation of powers and the extent to which it operates in the UK constitution.

2. Explain the importance of the role of the Whips in Parliament.

3. Select a tribunal with which you are familiar and describe the type of cases with which it deals and the types of appeal that would be available to either party.

4. Describe the functions and composition of the European Parliament.

5. Describe (a) the difference between a public bill and a private member’s bill              (15 marks)
    and

    (b) the stages that a bill must go through to become an Act of Parliament   (35 marks)
6. Compare the role and composition of the House of Commons with that of the House of Lords.
7. Describe the main features of a QUANGO using examples.

8. Outline the methods used to lobby MPs and discuss whether this is a good or bad thing for democracy.

9. In what ways have the activities of local government been influenced by central government?
10. Describe the role and effect of political parties within local government.
EXAMINER’S COMMENTS
on December 2008 Constitutional Framework Paper
1.
Candidates were expected to describe the separation of powers between the legislature, executive and judiciary.  Candidates that did well demonstrated an understanding of the overlap between these three branches of the Constitution.

2.
Candidates were expected to describe the role of the whips, in particular in relation to the organising of voting.  To quote one candidates “the whips are the eyes and ears of the House and aid the democratic process”.  Those candidates that scored well also went on to describe how the whips are responsible for communication between the Cabinet or Shadow Cabinet and the Back Benchers.  

3.
The majority of candidates attempted number 3 with nobody failing the question.  All candidates satisfactorily set out the role of the Tribunal chosen and properly identified methods by which the Tribunal decision can be appealed.

4.
Only one candidate attempted this.  The functions of the European Parliament that candidates were required to consider were its legislative power, its budget and its overview of the European Commission.  Candidates were also expected to explain in outline how the number of MEPs per country is calculated.

5.
This was well answered. Candidates were expected to define what is a public bill  and a private members bill.  Candidates were also expected to describe the five stages of the passage through the House of Commons and also explain the role of the House of Lords.

6.
Candidates were expected to describe the role of the House of Commons and the House of Lords by reference to the fact that the House of Commons is now the dominant chamber.  The Prime Minister answers questions and generally runs the country, with the help of his Cabinet, from the House of Commons.  Finally, candidates should have considered the reduced role of the House of Lords, since the Parliament Acts, but it is still there as a check on the House of Commons.

7.
This was well answered.  Candidates were expected to define what is a quango.  Candidates were also expected to describe what little checks there are on such bodies by reference to examples of quangos.

8.
Candidates were expected to define what is “lobbying” and describe the methods by which it can be achieved.

9.
Candidates were expected to highlight examples of why Central Government influences Local Government through grant monies, the setting of rents, the introduction of various policies to achieve value for money and generally by way of influencing how to policy is administered.

10.
Candidates were expected to explain which party makes up the administration and therefore form the Executive Committee.  Further comment was expected on how Councillors are elected from a series of Council Wards.  The role of Councillors, either as a back bench Councillor or a Committee Member, should also have been discussed. 
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