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HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS 

LAW AND PRACTICE

Thursday 5th June 2008

1.55 pm-5.00 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions

All questions carry equal marks

Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference

to appropriate case law and legislation.  

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise indicated.

Maximum marks 300




1 Age Concern have asked you to give a talk about how the ‘Local Scheme’  might affect their service users.  Prepare the notes for the talk you intend to give.

2 Explain what you understand by the term ‘official error’.  How does it affect the decision to recover an overpayment?  Your answer should show how case law has viewed this issue.

3 Explain under what circumstances benefit entitlement can be suspended.

4 Explain how you would assess the self-employed income of a childminder.  Include a detailed example in your answer and explain how it differs from other self-employed income calculation.

5
Which first level decisions can be appealed against and what conditions must be met for the appeal to be valid?

6 What information must be included in a notification to someone applying for Council Tax benefit for the first time and who is not entitled?

7
Explain ALL of the following terms as they apply to students:

a) period of study;

b) absence during the summer vacation; and 

c) modular courses

8
A claimant owns and rents out a property in addition to the one they occupy.  Explain how this affects their benefit entitlement.

9 A Councillor has written to you to ask when cases coming under the Local Housing Allowance can be paid to landlords.  Draft a detailed reply answering his enquiry.
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Examiners Comments

1. The basic aspects including subsidy implications were well answered. The regulations themselves, the need for a Council resolution to implement the scheme and its affect on the Assessed Income Fgure (AIF|) in Pension Credit cases were usually overlooked
2. The subject matter was generally well understood. There was however, too much emphasis on subsidy issues rather than considering what issues affect the recoverability and the case law to support it.

3. A well understood and answered question. The impact of appeals on the decision was not covered as fully as it needed to be and most answers could have been improved by better planning of the answer.
4. A straightforward question that was poorly answered. There was little reference to the relevant regulations and there was far too much detail given relating to other self-employed claims and they are dealt with student’s own offices.
5. A well understood and answered question. The relevant appeal regulations were usually missing from the answers. The answers that did not come up to standard were generally too brief and overlooked some obvious points which could also be seen as basic elements or even common sense.
6. A straightforward question that was generally well answered. There was however a surprise lack of knowledge relating to the relevant Schedules within the regulations. Most answers could have been improved by better presentation of the answer in a logical order.
7. All the answers failed to make reference to the relevant regulations. Many of the answers were too brief as they failed to demonstrate a clear understanding of the subject matter.
8. A poorly answered question. The question was very specific and students would do well to avoid this type of question if they can only give a vague response without providing the necessary detail. There were few references to regulations and few identified the differences that apply to those over the age of 60.
9. Generally well answered. Most students had a good understanding of the subject matter. The only criticism would be that some students were so intent on demonstrating their knowledge of LHA that there answer failed to go into enough detail in addressing the Councillor’s enquiry.  
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