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UK CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Wednesday 4th June 2008
9.25 am-12.30 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer SIX questions 

All questions carry equal marks   

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated

    equally unless otherwise indicated.
Maximum marks 300



1.
The composition of the House of Lords was altered following the House of Lords Act 1999.  Describe the changes and comment on whether this Act has improved the ability of the House of Lords to be a vital constitutional check.

2. 
What is the role of the Prime Minister?

3.
Outline the requirements of the Convention of Individual Ministerial Responsibility.  

4.
Outline:
(a)  the operation of the doctrine of precedent within modern common law;

(b) how statutory interpretation is used by the judiciary.

5.
Outline the role and functions of the Parliamentary Ombudsman.  

6.
Describe the voting system used in TWO of the following UK elections:

(a) UK general election

(b) Scottish Parliament election

(c) Welsh Assembly election

(d) European Parliament election.

Discuss the respective advantages and disadvantages of the two you have chosen.

7.
In what ways can a local councillor judge the views of his constituents?
8.
Outline with examples why the European Communities Act 1972 has affected the traditional view of the sovereignty of the United Kingdom Parliament.
9.
What are the advantages and disadvantages of the establishment of the Scottish Parliament and the National Assembly of Wales for the United Kingdom?
10.
Local Authorities work within the powers laid down under various Acts of Parliament.   Outline the main functions of the type of local government authority in which you work and give some examples of how these functions can be carried out with partnership working and/or arrangements with other bodies.
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1. Potential Content

(A)

Explain the historical composition of the House of Lords.

(B)

Describe the changes brought in by the House of Lords Act 1999.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of the historical role and function 
of the Lord Chancellor as in (A) and describes the changes brought in by the 
Constitutional Reform Act 2005 as in (B) but is unable to come to any conclusion, by way of comment as to whether the changes will be of benefit.



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through reaching a sustainable conclusion.

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

2
Potential Content

(A)

Explanation of the various stages eg Green Paper, White Paper, Bills, etc.

(B)
Explanation of the difference between a Public and Private Bill and analysis as to whether or not there is sufficient consultation before new laws are made.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of the role of a Backbencher as in (A) and 
makes some analysis as in (B) but is unable coherently to reach a conclusion.



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through reaching a sustainable conclusion.

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

3
Potential Content

(A)

Explanation of the doctrine of individual ministerial responsibility.

(B)
Commentary on effectiveness of this principle by reference to examples of Minister’s conduct where resignation was not contemplated.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of the choices as in (A) and 
makes comment as in (B) but is unable coherently to apply a conclusion to each of  the choices.



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through commentary on each of the choices and reaches a sustainable conclusion

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

4
Potential Content

(A)

Explain the doctrine of precedent by reference to the Court system.

(B)
Outline how Senior Judges are able to obviate the rigidity of precedent by the use of statutory interpretation.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of (A) and gives reasons as to
(B) but is unable coherently to come to a conclusion



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through reaching a sustainable conclusion

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

5

Potential Content

(A)

Outline the role and functions of the Parliamentary Ombudsman.

(B)
Comment on his effectiveness bearing in mind many industries/organisations previously under the Government have been externalised and are now run separately.  Comment on to what extent you think the Minister is still responsible.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates an understanding of the role as in (A) and comments on 
the effectiveness as in (B) but is unable coherently to come to a conclusion



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through reaching a sustainable conclusion.

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

6

Potential Content

(A)
Describe the various voting systems from first past the post to varying forms of proportional representation.

(B)
Comment on whether you consider first past the post or a form of proportional representation more effective in obtaining the views of the electorate.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates an understanding of the role as in (A) and explains the 
function as in (B) but is unable to reach a conclusion



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through reaching a sustainable conclusion.

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

7.

Potential Content

(A)
Explanation of the principle provisions of the Constitutional Reform Act 2005, in particular mentioning that the role of the Lord Chancellor was altered so that there is a clearer division between Executive legislature and judiciary.

(B)
Comment on the whether or not you consider this to be an effective piece of leglislation.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates an understanding of the roles as in (A) and comments 
as in (B) but is unable to reach a conclusion



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through reaching a sustainable conclusion.

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

8
Potential Content

(A)
Explain why it is now considered that the law of the European Union is superior to the United Kingdom with reference to specific cases.

(B)
Comment on whether this has affected the ability of the United Kingdom Parliament to operate separately, ie has it affected the United Kingdom Parliament’s sovereignty.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B),  reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of the meaning of Judicial Review as in (A) and gives examples as in (B) 



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through a sustainable conclusion.

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

9

Potential Content

(A)
Devolution is the process of devolving power from the centre to a sub-national unit.  Outline the framework for devolution as set out in the Scotland Act 1998 and the Government of Wales Act 1998.

(B)
Comment on whether you think that devolution has been successful and sum up with a conclusion as to whether there should be an English National Assembly.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates an understanding of pressure groups as in (A) and 
comments as in (B) but is unable to reach a conclusion



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through application to the facts and reaches a sustainable conclusion.

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.

10

Potential Content

(A)
Local Government powers are either mandatory or discretionary. Further, powers to carry out certain services are the responsibility of either the County Council, District Council or Parish Council.

(B)
Comment on some of the functions of Local Government and give examples as to how Councils are more and more beginning to find innovative ways to carry out their services by partnership working and working with other organisations.

Mark Bands

30-50
The candidate explains (A) and (B), reaching a sustainable conclusion.

20-30
The candidate demonstrates a sound understanding of the broad principles as in (A) 
and comments as in (B) but is unable to reach a clear conclusion



or



The candidate explains (A) or (B) less clearly but demonstrates understanding 
through reaching a sustainable conclusion.

10-20
The candidate demonstrates some capacity for analysis and/or application but neither 
explanation nor application is clear.

 0-10
The answer consists of brief, fragmented comments or examples so that no coherent 
explanation and application emerges



or



mistakes and confusion fundamentally undermine a more substantial attempt at 
explanation and application.

0

The answer contains no relevant information.
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