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HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS 

LAW AND PRACTICE

Thursday 10th December 2009

1.55 pm-5.00 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions

All questions carry equal marks

Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference

to appropriate case law and legislation.  

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise indicated.

Maximum marks 300




1. Explain what you understand by the term ‘official error’ in relation to overpayments. What effect does it have on the decision to recover?

2. Which benefit decisions are not appealable?

3. A resident is in financial difficulties. He has had several offers from people, including members of his family, who want to buy his property and who are prepared to let him live in the property providing he pays a market rent. He wants to know whether he can claim housing benefit on the rent. Write a letter setting out the position.

4. Explain the subsidy scheme for housing and council tax benefit in relation to payments and overpayments.

5. You have been asked to provide information to a university explaining which students are eligible to receive housing benefit. Draft your response to the university.

6. Explain how the eligible rent is decided on ALL the following types of properties:

(a) A hostel;

(b) A caravan or mobile home;

(c) ‘Exempt accommodation’; and

(d) A house with boarders who are claiming housing benefit for the first time.

7. Write brief notes to explain how EACH of the following incomes and costs are treated in the assessment of benefit:

(a) Notional income;

(b) Fostering payment;

(c) War Widow’s Pension; and

(d) Childcare costs.

8. Explain how joint occupation affects entitlement to housing benefit and council tax benefit.

9. Explain how temporary absence can affect entitlement to housing benefit.
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1. A straightforward question that was well answered. The problem that does occur with a subject well understood by students is that in their desire to get in the answer they forget to plan it out and the answer can be somewhat disjointed as a reslt. There is a danger that an important point may be overlooked.

2. This appears to be a subject not well understood by students. Answers tend to go into great deal about discretionary areas rather than answering the question asked. Students would be well advised to avoid this question unless they are confident with the subject matter.

3. It was question candidates dealt well with. The one fault is tendency for students to want to demonstrate their knowledge of Regulation 9, rather than just answering the question asked.   

4. The students knowledge of the subsidy rates relating to overpayments was good. The knowledge in other areas was not so great, particularly in relation to benefit expenditure on homeless claimants.

5. A straightforward question which was generally well answered. Students should remember it is a law examination and quote the relevant regulations.

6. No candidate attempted this question which suggests a possible lack of knowledge in relation to parts of this question.

7. The parts on war widows pension and child care costs were well answered. The parts on fostering payments and particularly notional income were generally not.

8. Another question not attempted by any of the candidates. Previous exam papers indicate this is an area not well understood by most students. 

9. Some surprisingly disappointing answers to this question. Answers were generally not well planned and some obvious examples were completely overlooked.  Although time limits were known, the relevant regulation was frequently missing.
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