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UK CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Wednesday 9th December 2009
9.25 am-12.30 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer SIX questions 

All questions carry equal marks   

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise indicated.
Maximum marks 300




1. Describe to what extent the three branches of government are separate in the UK Constitution.
2. Discuss the influence of the media on UK politics.

3. Describe THREE initiatives central government has employed to obtain value for money services from local councils.
4. Why do people choose pressure groups rather than political parties as a means of expressing their political views? Illustrate your answer with examples.

5. Discuss whether the way that the UK is governed can still be described as traditional cabinet government.

6. Discuss the reasons why there are so few independent MP’s in the Westminster Parliament.
7. In what ways can local authorities influence central government?

8. Outline the composition and functions of the three main institutions of the European Union.

9. Discuss whether modern political parties follow “presidential” style politics in choosing their leaders. Illustrate your answer with examples.
10. Describe the “West Lothian Question” and discuss its implications for the UK constitution.
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