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HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS 

LAW AND PRACTICE

Thursday 4th June 2009
1.55 pm-5.00 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions

All questions carry equal marks

Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference

to appropriate case law and legislation.  

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise indicated.

Maximum marks 300




1. Your Council need to make financial cuts and wish to consider the implications of withdrawing the ‘local scheme’.  Write a report to Members setting out all the relevant information to enable them to make a decision. 

2. What is ‘underlying entitlement’ and how would you maximise its impact on overpayments?

3. Explain the legislation concerning appeals made to a local authority more than one month after the date of notification of the decision.

4. Explain the term ‘exempt accommodation’ in relation to ‘old scheme’ cases. 

5. Explain how EACH of the following are dealt with when assessing entitlement 

       to housing benefit and council tax benefit:       

(a) Capital under £6,000;

(b) Charitable and voluntary payments;

(c) Earnings disregards; and

(d) Home Income Plans.

6. Explain how the following impact on the Local Housing Allowance:

(a) Service charges;

(b) Joint tenants;

(c) Tenants with rent arrears; and

(d) Review of Local Housing Allowance figure.

7. Explain what is meant by a ‘non-commercial’ agreement.

8. Explain the circumstances in  which someone can qualify for alternative

maximum council tax benefit.

9. Describe how you would assess the income of a student who is entitled to  claim housing benefit.
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Examiner’s Comments
June 2009
1. The answer needed to cover the statutory provisions, show an understanding of the issues involved in a local scheme and needed to refer to the need for a resolution of the Council.

2. Poorly answered question. The regulation was not quoted and answers tended to concentrate on unrelated matters such as the recoverability of overpayments and the subsidy level applicable to overpayments. Whilst there was a recognition of UE in reducing overpayments there was little information as to how the system works in practice and the specific rules that apply. 

3. Well answered question. The one ingredient that was missing was the ability to be able to quote the relevant regulations.

4. Unpopular question which may suggest that this an area not well understood by students. It was a relatively straightforward question with recent case law and DWP guidance to clarify the position.

5. It is important when attempting this type of question that candidates should be able to answer all the parts adequately. Whilst there was a a good understanding of how to treat capital under £6,000 and earnings disregards the same could not be said for charitable/voluntary payments and home income plans..

6. Well answered question, with the answers on service charges being particularly good. The only part that was below par, was surprisingly, how LHA figures are reviewed.

7. Students appear to understand the issue and even quote the correct regulation. The one problem with being confident with the subject matter is that student tends to write down all they know rather than answering the specific question asked.

8. In a law examination you need to be able to refer to the regulations/legislation involved. To answer this question it is important to know the level of reductions, the rules that apply together with an understanding of the ‘Better Buy’ scenario.

9. A straightforward question that was popular with students. Whilst there was a good understanding of the definition of a student and how term times affect the calculation of income, the disregards and the regulations involved were often omitted. 
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