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UK CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Wednesday 9th June 2010
9.25 am-12.30 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer SIX questions 

All questions carry equal marks   

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise indicated.
Maximum marks 300




1.   Describe the relationship between a minister in charge of a government department and the 

      civil servants who work in that department. 

  

2.   Describe the role of a Cabinet Minister and contrast with the role of a backbench MP. 

  

3. Describe the composition of a Magistrates Court in England & Wales or Sheriff Court in  

Scotland and explain its functions, with particular reference to the type of cases heard in that court. 
  

4. Select a Tribunal with which you are familiar and comment on its role and function with  

particular reference to the type of cases with which it deals. 
  

5.   Describe the role of the Whips as party managers in the Westminster Parliament. 

  

6.   Outline the composition of the European Court of Justice and explain its role in ensuring how  

      European Law is interpreted. 

  

7. Describe the sources of revenue of local government and discuss how this funding is affecting local government's ability to act independently, especially in the present economic climate. 
8.    Write a short account of two of the following:- 

  

a)
a European Treaty 

  

b)   a Directive 

  

c)   a Regulation 

  

d)   Counsel’s Opinion 

  
9.   Should political parties be funded by the State? Discuss. 

  
10. Briefly outline the effect of Human Rights Law on Central Government. 
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