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HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS 

LAW AND PRACTICE

Thursday 10th June 2010

1.55 pm-5.00 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions

All questions carry equal marks

Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference

to appropriate case law and legislation.  

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise indicated.

Maximum marks 300




1. What methods can be employed to recover a housing benefit overpayment?

2. Under what circumstances can benefit entitlement be suspended?

3. Explain which claimants would be classified as ‘Persons From Abroad’ under the immigration status rules. 

4. You have been asked to review your Authority’s Discretionary Housing Payments policy. Describe what matters you would expect to see in the policy.

5. Explain how an appeal can be made, what decisions are appealable and any time limits that apply. 

6. Write brief notes to explain EACH of the following in relation to housing benefit and council tax benefit.  

(a) Redundancy payments;

(b) Fostering payments;

(c) Arrears of tax credits; and

(d) War widows’ pension.

7. Explain the rules where the claimant is renting :

(a) from a company of which he or she is a director or an employee;

(b) a former home from an ex partner; 

(c) from a landlord where they have responsibility for the landlord’s child; and

(d) from a close relative.

8. Mr Smith is married and is a working age claimant. He wants to know the impact of his 23 year old son moving into his household. Write to him advising him of the possible impact on his claim for housing benefit and council tax benefit.

9.  Explain ALL of the following terms as they apply to students:

a) Period of study;

b) Absence during the summer vacation; and 

c) Modular courses
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1. A straightforward question that candidates answered well. The mistake some made was to write all they knew about overpayments rather than concentrating on the specific information required by the question.

2. A logical, planned approach is essential when attempting this type of question. All answers in a law paper should quote the relevant regulations.   

3. Unpopular question and not one to be attempted unless the rules are well understood.

4. Answers needed to cover what payments discretionary housing payments cannot meet as well as what they can. Answers also needed to explain how the scheme is funded.

5. The appeal process often seems to be one that is not well understood by students. It is important that students do not merely explain what they see happening in their offices.

6. It is best not to attempt this type of question unless your knowledge enables you to adequately answer all the parts. Students often see that they know about 2 of the parts forgetting that they have immediately loss up to 50% of the marks if they know little about the other 2.

7. A question that requires very specific knowledge. The question was split into parts and students really needed to plan what rules and details applied to each before attempting it to avoid confusion and the danger that some important information would be overlooked.

8. The question set a specific scenario but students still wanted to include in their answer situations that did not apply. It is important to answer the specific question  asked as no marks are given for information that is not relevant and valuable time is wasted.

9. Student questions are not the most popular but those who attempt them generally have a good understanding. It is important not to forget to quote the regulations and case law. 
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