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HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFITS 

LAW AND PRACTICE

Thursday 10th June 2011
1.55 pm-5.00 pm (incl. 5 mins. for reading)

Time allowed: 3 hours

	Answer FIVE questions

All questions carry equal marks

Candidates should illustrate their answers with reference

to appropriate case law and legislation.  

Where questions are divided into sections, marks will be allocated equally unless otherwise indicated.

Maximum marks 300




1. Explain the circumstances in which someone can qualify for alternative maximum Council Tax Benefit.
2. Explain how temporary absence can affect entitlement to housing benefit.
3. Explain how joint occupation affects entitlement to housing benefit and council tax benefit.
4. Write brief notes to explain EACH of the following in relation to housing benefit and council tax benefit:

(a) Childcare disregard

(b) Boarder

(c) Regulated tenancy

5. You have been asked to write an article for the Soldiers Sailors, Airmen and Families Association (SSAFA), to go to their members, describing the ‘Local Scheme’ and how it can benefit their members. Draft detailed notes for the article you need to produce.
6. Explain how each of the following charges may affect the level of housing benefit entitlement:

(a) Meals 
(b) Fuel 
(c) Water charges 
(d) Support charges

7. You have been asked to provide information to a university explaining when students are eligible to receive housing benefit. Draft your response to the university.
8. Which decisions relating to payments and overpayments within a benefit section cannot be appealed to an independent appeal tribunal?

9. A claimant notifies you that they inherited £10,000 a year ago. In addition, they still have £7,000 previously declared, which is held in a Building Society account. Explain how you would calculate the overpayment and what information must be included in the letter informing the claimant of the overpayment.
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